FIRCSTALIC]
The Well-Worn Path
The psalmist uplifts the beauty of the ways of the Lord. The word for “way” 1n
Hebrew 1s Derek, meaning, “to walk.” After one treads the same path over and over, 1t
becomes well-worn—a road, a way. Also implied 1s the meaning of habit, the
pathway 1n our souls when we do things repeatedly. As the comfort that comes from
praying a familiar prayer, receive the joy and peace that come when you are walking

in the well-worn ways of the Lord.

Each week you will learn an original Hebrew word for God’s will. The first stanza
has seven out of ten of these words. We will take one of each of these seven
synonyms for the seven Wednesdays of Easter this year. Repeat the word often 1n the
original Hebrew. Peace will flow over you 1n one single psalm we pray during this
year’s Easter season.




Aleph
1 Blessed are those whose way 1s blameless, who walk 1n
the 1aw of the LORD!
2 Blessed are those who kéep his decrees!
With all their hearts they séek him.
3 They never do anything evil, but walk 1n his ways.

4 You have laid down your precepts to be carefully kept.
5 May my ways be firm in kéeping your statutes.
6 Then I shall not be put to shame
as I obs¢rve all your commands.
7 1 will thank you with an upright heart,
as I 1¢arn your just judgments.
8 [ will kéep your statutes; do not éver forsake me.




Beth

9 How shall a youth remain pure on his way?
By ob¢ying your word.
10 I have sought you with all my heart;
let me not stray from your commands.
11 I tréasure your word 1n my héart, lest I sin against you.

12 Blést are you, O LORD; téach me your statutes.
13 With my lips have I recounted all the decrées of your mouth.
14 1 rejo1ce 1n the way of your precepts,
as though all riches were mine.
15 I will ponder your précepts, and consider your paths.
16 I take delight 1n your statutes; I will not forget your word.




Gimel

17 Deal bountifully with your seérvant,
that I may live and keep your word.
18 Open my éyes, that I may sée the wonders of your law.
19 [ am a pilgrim in the land; hide not your commands from mé.
20 My soul 1s consumed with 1onging at all times for your decrees.
21 You threaten the proud, the accursed,

who stray from your commands.
22 Free me from scorn and contempt, for I obsérve your decrees.
23 Though princes sit plotting against me,
your servant ponders your statutes.
24 S¢e, your decrees are my delight; your statutes are my counselors.
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